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Listening for the Promise 
Weekly Devotional 

Astronomically, February 2 is the midpoint between the 
winter solstice and the spring equinox. Many traditions 
have a holiday near today to mark this seasonal 
transition. We have made it 6 weeks past midwinter, and 
so the days are noticeably longer. It’s almost 6pm before 
it’s completely dark. Tomorrow the sun will rise before 
7a for the first time. Spring is not here yet, but I can 
believe it’s on the way. 
Today is 40 days after Christmas. 40 days after Jesus was 
born. He’s still a newborn, but his parents are growing 
more confident in taking him out in the world. 40 days after giving birth to a son is 
when a mother was blessed and gave thanks for safely making it through 
childbirth. This was called “purification” or in older prayer books “churching of 
women.” It was less about a mother being somehow impure and more about giving 
thanks and giving time for recovery from birth. A sort of maternity leave, maybe. 
Our prayer book now calls this “Thanksgiving for the birth of a child.” Today we 
give thanks that Mary was safely delivered of her child and joyously welcome her 
back into community life after recovering from childbirth. 
Today is the day that Jesus was presented in the temple. According to the law of 
Moses, presenting the firstborn male as an offering to God was done for all 
livestock animals. This was to remember and give thanks to God for delivering 
Israel from slavery in Egypt. The final plague in Egypt was the death of the 
firstborn, but the Israelites were saved at that first Passover with the sacrifice of a 
lamb. A firstborn son is dedicated to God and redeemed at the temple 40 days after 
birth with an offering. The offering should be 5 shekels, a lamb, and a dove, but if 
the family is poor, they bring 2 doves. Jesus’ parents brought 2 doves as their 
offering for the purification of Mary and for the redemption of their firstborn son. 
Mary and Joseph were probably not the only people presenting firstborns in the 
temple that day. I bet they were excited. Their baby’s first trip to the temple! 
Probably their first big outing with the baby! Time to show him off to the world. 
They were doing a special thing that only happens once in mother’s lifetime, but I 
wonder if they felt small and insignificant, bringing 2 doves rather than the lamb 
and doves and money offering that others could afford? Here they were, with this 
not-quite-newborn-anymore baby, a child whose birth was announced by angels 
and prophetic dreams, and they were redeeming him with 2 doves. It seems 
inadequate. 
But it wasn’t really about the sacrifice of the doves. The practice of redemption of 
the firstborn was about presenting to God the things that belong to God. The law of 
Moses traced it back to deliverance from Egypt. But the practice of presenting the 
firstfruits to God, offering the very best you have to God, that goes all the way 
back to Cain and Abel in chapter 4 of Genesis. Abel brought the first lambs of his 
flock, the best lambs. Everything we have ultimately comes from God. Everything 
that Mary and Joseph had belonged to God. They presented Jesus at the temple, the 
firstborn son, because he already belonged to God. 
 

http://www.crosslutheranpigeon.org
http://www.crosslutheranschool.org
mailto:@crosslutheranpigeon.org
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Preparing for Worship 
 

February 2 - Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
1R – Jeremiah 1:4-10 (17-19), P – Psalm 71:1-6 (7-11), 2R – 1 Corinthians 12:31—13:13, G – Luke 4:31-44 
February 9 – Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany 
1R - Isaiah 6:1-8 (9-13), P – Psalm 138,  2R – 1 Corinthians 14:12-20, G – Luke 5:1-11 
February 16– Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany 
1R - Jeremiah 17:5-8, P - Psalm 1, 2R—1 Corinthians 15:(1-11) 12-20, G - Luke 6:17-26 
February 23 - Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany 
1R - Genesis 45:3-15, P – Psalm 103:1-13,  2R – 1 Corinthians 15:21-26, 30-42, G - Luke 6:27-38 

And that offering of Jesus to God was affirmed and celebrated in the response of Simeon and Anna. Luke 
doesn’t tell us the exact words of Anna’s prophecy. Just that she spoke to everyone who would listen about 
the redemption of Israel. It was Jesus the firstborn son who was redeemed with two doves, but it was the 
entirety of God’s people who would be redeemed by the offering of Jesus. Jesus was a human being, 
redeemed with an offering like any other firstborn. God offers Jesus, God offers his firstborn, only son, Jesus, 
who is God himself, as the redemption for us. Jesus shared flesh and blood with us, the letter to the Hebrews 
says. Jesus was a baby and grew into an adult just like any of us, and that’s what makes Jesus able to destroy 
death with his own death.  
Luke tells us what Simeon said when he saw Jesus:  
For these eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the world 
to see.  A Light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 
Jesus is the savior. The light that enlightens all nations. Simeon has been waiting his 
whole life for this. On this winter day, halfway to spring, we can finally see the light 
winning. Mary’s tiny first born baby, redeemed with a humble offering of two doves, is 
God in flesh and blood. Jesus gave his own flesh and blood as an offering to redeem all 
people. These eyes of mine have seen the Savior, whom you have prepared for all the 
world to see. A light to enlighten the nations, and the glory of your people Israel. 

 

ANNUAL CROSS FISH FRY, will be Friday April 11th so save the date as there are lots of roles to 
fill!  Your help and support is needed!  How can I help? 

-      Placing flyers in Pigeon, Bay Port, Caseville, Elkton, Bad Axe, Sebewaing, and surround-
ing areas and businesses. Let me know where you are taking them. 
-      Donations for fish, beans, oil, potatoes, coleslaw, paper products, and drinks. 
-      We need someone or a few people working together to be in charge of decorating tables. 
Simple is good! 
-      We need lots of desserts, some packaged for take outs. (We are known for our wonderful 
selection!) There will be sign-up sheets on the welcome desk in the overflow. 
-      Lots of help is needed with prep the day before, set-up the day of, serving in take-out area 
and gym area, and clean-up after the event. Sign-up sheets will be in the church overflow.  

Come, bring your family, invite your friends and community, enjoy the fellowship and meal! 
If there are any businesses or individuals that would like to donate, we will have a thank you on the 
tables as recognition of a donation. Call or text Leanne Smith at 989-553-4241. 
In the past there have been many hands involved in this project and it has been a joy to see this 
event come together with so many working together in the Body of Christ.  Proceeds for this event 
have been disbursed to Youth, Building Fund, General Fund, School, Daycare, Scholarship Fund, 
Hot Lunch and Capital Improvement Fund. 
Blessings on the Journey, 
Leanne Smith 



3 

 

Celebrate 

 

THOSE IN NEED OF 
CONTINUED PRAYER                                                                               
Steve Schulze, Bernice Shupe, 
Connie Eden, Beth Elston, 
Brandon Fritz, Gene Parsell, Tim 
Voss, Mike Eden, Terry Sturm, 
Clark Elftman, Hannah Britt, John 
Finneren, Tom Shupe, Whitney 
Peyerk, Joe Stodola, Matt Edler, 
Larry Adams, Al Collison, Susan 
Beller, Hope Kittel, Noah Adams, 
Kay Schuette, Corey Messing, 
Kevin Faupel, Ezra Sturm, Deann 
Lewis. 

 

CROSS CHURCH SHUT INS                                                                                                            
Vivian Buschlen, Dolores Elftman, 
Cordelia Trost, Margaret Edler, 
Roberta Danks, Mark Fritz, Carol 
Diener, Marvin Trost. Please keep 
them in your prayers. 

 

THOSE IN SERVICE OF OUR 
COUNTRY 
Nicholas Swanson (US Air Force), 
Michael Cox (US Navy) 

1 Jeanne SƟng 

3 Brenda Kretzschmer 

 Eileen Johnson 

4 Charles Buchholz 

 MaƩ Zimmerman 

6 Kimberly Sears 

7 Connie Eden 

 Alex Cucinello 

 Mike LePage 

9 Greta Elston  

13 Kirk Yackle 

 Lucy Thepsourinthone 

14 Muriel Hurdelbrink 

 Grace Trost 

 Travis Roestel 

 ChrisƟna Cucinello-
 Stoutenberg 

16 Jacqueline Finneren 

19 Tim Fritz 

 Chase Gardy 

20 Dorothy Thuemmel 

 CharloƩe King 

23 Joe Grammentz 

24 Paul Kunisch 

26 Lily Yackle 

 Gwyn Zimmerman 

27  Sara Schadd 

 

 

 

Feb. 6     Bill & Janet Love, 56 yrs. 

Feb. 13     Robin & Ann Buschlen, 43 
     years  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
Sunday, February  

9th, 
immediately following 

the service. 
All members are 
urged to attend! 
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From the Desk of...Leslie Eberly 
This has been a cold yet fun start to 2025. 
The students have been enjoying the snow, 
making forts, snow angels and trudging 
through it as we walk to the library.  
In the DK/K Classroom, the Kindergarten is 
celebrating the fact that they have learned all their letters, uppercase and 
lowercase! They are taking those new skills and becoming beginning readers. The 
DK is working on their fine motor skills (writing, cutting) while learning their 
letters and numbers.  
Last month we met Ms. Laurie from Sweets By the Bay and we had a big day of 
decorating cookies and learning about what Ms. Laurie does for our community. 
Ms. Marcine taught us how to dip and drizzle chocolate that we were able to 
serve to the big kids at lunch. Boy was it delicious!!!  
Music-We made it through our big Christmas Palooza and the students did an 
amazing job!  
Currently in our general music classes our 3rd & 4th grade are learning to play 
the tin whistles, 1st & 2nd grade are fine tuning our singing voices and ears and 
the DK/K are learning to hear the difference between high and low sounds along 
with playing the steady beat.  
Thank you for all your support of our amazing students! 

February Calendar 

2/08 CEA Winter Dinner Auction 

2/14 1/2 day of School, dismiss at 11 

2/17 NO School 
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In memory of Fred Henkel-
mann, for Cross Organ fund: 
Sheila Yackle                       
Nancy Madtes                          
Jo Ann Westphal                  
Carol Diener                          
Rudolph & Dorothy Kolberg    
Both Cross Church Choirs      
John & Lori Smith                 
Steven Schulze                       
Art & Debbie Rathke               
Kristine Rathke                     
Mike & Lorraine LePage         
Sandra Haley                          
Ed & Deb Bergman              
Dave & Peg McCrimmon    
Shirley Deering                     
George & Linda Gardy           
Nancy Schuette & family         
Mike & Jeanne Sting               
Denny & Leanne Smith          
Karen Kunisch 
In memory of Fred Henkel-
mann, for Cross Lutheran 
School: 
Mike & Connie Eden             
Tom & Bernice Shupe 
In memory of Fred Henkel-
mann, for Cross Building 
fund: 
Bonnie Schulz                        
Peter Shupe, Grace & Riley   
Karen Anklam                           
Terry & June Sturm                  
Jack & Pam Sturm                  
Dorothy Thuemmel 
In memory of Fred Henkel-
mann, for Cross Lutheran 
Church: 
Don & Nancy Heck 
 

In memory of Jonathan Cla-
buesch, for Cross Lutheran 
School: 
Denny & Leanne Smith 
In memory of Alice Trost, for 
Cross Lutheran School: 
Tom & Bernice Shupe             
Patricia Mroczek                 
Sheila Yackle  
In memory of Alice Trost, for 
Cross Building fund: 
Carol Diener 
In memory of Alice Trost, for 
Cross Lutheran Church: 
Ned & Barb Zagorski             
Don & Nancy Heck 
In memory of Betty Auren-
hammer, for Cross Lutheran 
School: 
Tom & Bernice Shupe 
In memory of Allen Koehler, 
for Cross Organ fund: 
Elaine Trost & LouAnn Trost 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE!! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the absence of a pastor, 
these people can be      
contacted. 
 
Gwynne Barry - 989-551-
2452 gwynnebarry@gmail.
com 
 
Phil Schadd - 989-553-
6150  pschadd@gmail.com 
 
               ~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Happy Valentine’s 
Day! 

 
 

February 14th 
 
 

mailto:gwynnebarry@gmail.
mailto:pschadd@gmail.com
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CROSS LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MINUTES 

  
Tuesday January 14, 2025  

Attendees: John Smith, Kim Fritz, Norm Nelson, Phil Schadd, Dick 
Koehler, John House, Alan Licht, Josh Barry, Nancy Schuette 

Guests: Miki Thick, Karen Schuette  

Absent: Kim Sears 

Call to Order 

Opening Prayer/Devotional: Pres. John Smith, presented the opening 
prayer and read verse from 1 Thessalonians 12:24. 

Approval of Agenda: Motion was John House, 2nd Alan Licht 

Approval of Council Minutes from Previous Meeting: not at this time. 

Presidents Report/Call Committee:  

John Smith, restarting visiting shut-ins tomorrow, Jan. 15, since holidays. 

School Principal/Daycare Administrator Reports: 

Principal/Teacher: David Faupel, school back in session Jan. 6, 2025. This Friday, Jan. 17,2025, is the end 
of 2nd marking period. ½ day of school that day. There will be no school on Jan. 20, 2025, due to Martin 
Luther King Jr. day. 

First Cross vs Laker 6th graders basketball game. Lakers won 36/5. A good game was played by all. 

Feb. 8, is the Winter Fundraiser dinner, plans are progressing well. 

Part time kitchen/cleaning resigned. New Part time help is Lynn Chrisman. She has agreed to doing 
Custodial work until there is someone hired. Motion to Approve was made by Dick Koehler, 2nd John Smith. 
Vote taken and approved by council. 

Daycare Administrator: Miki Thick. Shed has been delivered but needs to be fastened to cement pad. Troy 
Stafford has agreed to do it. Also, rubber mulch has been delivered, waiting for weather break to be able to 
lay it down. Then children will be able to use the new playground. 

Officer Reports: 

Secretary/Communications: Kim Fritz. 

No news, no new communications. Sorry, for forgetting December minutes report at home. 

Treasurers Report: Phil Schad reporting the December 2024 budget report for Kim Sears.  

All account balances are up to positive balances. He would like to, Thank the congregation, for all the great 
giving this last month. Motion to approve was by Nancy Schuette, 2nd John House. Vote was approved for 
the budget report by all council members. 

School Board/Vice President: Dick Koehler. 

Asking for approval to raise the cost of Tuition 2025-2026 school year. Motion made by Dick Koehler, 2nd 
Alan Licht. Motion approved by council. 

(Continued on page 7) 



7 

 

Properties: Alan Licht 

 New bulbs put in storage shed. Outside bulbs are dim but haven’t changed yet. No other business. 

Worship & Music: John House.  

Karen Schuette guest, speaking stated Advent and Christmas Eve services. Congregation would like 
services earlier and a new format for next year’s services. If we don’t have a new pastor by then the change 
will be made, otherwise if a new pastor is here, it will up to him. 

Motion by Mike Sting, seconded by Beth Elston to give permission, to the Altar Guild to purchase a set of 
seasonal paraments this year. Motion carried. The Altar Guild will select which ones to replace. The funds 
are designated in the budget. Also, we would like to welcome, two new Altar Guild members. Lori McKenzie 
and Carol Schadd. 

 Discussion in depth was made on getting the use of the screens to project order of worship for each 
service, back in use. Mike Sting and Steve Schulze are researching the use of power point to accomplish 
this. Mike will check which copy right licenses we need from Augsburg to use the liturgy and words from 
hymns.  

Stewardship Norm Nelson: 

Annual Report sheet handed out. A check was given to help upkeep of the church organ. Motion approved 
for report. 

Mission Outreach/Parish Life: Nancy Schuette 

They are working on the updating of the church directory. It has been decided to hold the Annual Church 
Garage sale, tentative date is second week in June. 

Parish Life: Calendar is on church bulletin board for signup to help with the After Church coffee hours. 
People are greatly needed to help with the serving. 

Youth Education: Josh Barry 

Jan.5th:  teaching of Euchre card game and playing. 11 adults and 4 youth attended. 

 Jan 11th: was open gym. Open gym on Sundays, Jan.-Feb. Games, cards can also be played. Looking for 
interest, in having a Lions Superbowl party is being looked at. It would be watching together at the church 
gym.  

Jan.15th is the First bible study time at 6:00 p. Books are in the back of the church on round table. 

Feb. 9 is Annual Meeting after church. 

Old Business: John Smith 

Annual Reports are to be given to Karen Kunisch by Jan. 20th. NALC has again asked to help with the 
Disaster in California fires. We decided for the next month you may make a free will offering to them. 

New Business: John Smith 

David Faupel asking for health insurance for his entire family. He and his wife are expecting a baby in April 
and his wife will be staying home to raise their child. She carried the insurance through her job. It was 
suggested that we pay insurance for David Faupel and his family since he is the principal and . Motion by 
Dick Koehler, 2nd John Smith to approve. Motion was approved by council. 

Also, it was discussed if we could put our closing back to “Let our going out be Blest”. 

Motion by Dick Koehler, 2nd John Smith. Motion approved by council. 
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Motion was made to adjourned by Dick Koehler. Council approved at 9:05p 

Lord’s Prayer was recited for closing. 

Next meeting will be Feb. 11 at 7:00p 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Kim Fritz 

 

 

Cross Lutheran School Board Minutes  
January 9, 2025 

(To be approved at the February meeting) 

Members present: David Faupel, President Dick Koehler, Vice President Eileen Johnson, Secretary Kevin 
Stachowiak, Rita Herford, Nichole Licht, Katie Wilson 

The meeting was called to order by Dick Koehler at 5:38pm.  Prayer was led by David Faupel 

Agenda:  A motion was made by Nichole Licht and seconded by Katie Wilson to accept the agenda. 

Minutes:  A motion was made by, Rita Herford seconded by Eileen Johnson, to approve the minutes of the 
December 5, 2024 meeting.  The motion passed. 

Treasurers’ Reports: 

 School Balance:  $88,410.76 
 CEA/PTO Balance:  $9965.04 
 Hot Lunch:  $5,627.33 

A motion was made by Rita Herford, and seconded by Nichole Licht to accept the Treasurers’ Reports.  The 
motion carried. 

CEA President’s Report:  Winter Auction coming together nicely.  Walsh fundraiser was successful once 
again. 

Principal’s Report: 

 Students Registered for 2024-2025 remained stable at 64 
 DK:8   KDG: 7    1st:9   2nd: 7    3rd: 8    4th: 7    5th: 7   6th: 4   7th: 4    8th:3 

 Basketball Season is underway. 
 Robotics Season is also underway 
 Calendar 

January 17 – ½ day of school 
January 20 – No School 

Old Business: 

 Dick updated us on the Pastoral Search/Call: still ongoing. 
 5-Year Goals/Plans: will have a special session on January 16, 2025 
 Tuition Increase for 2025-2026 

Motion made by Kevin Stachowiak and seconded by Eileen Johnson to raise tuition.             
Motion carried. 
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Youth and Education Notes 

 
February may be the shortest month, but it is jam packed with opportunities to demonstrate God’s 
love and serve Him with your time and talents.  Many thanks to all who respond with “Yes”! 
 
Sunday School attendance has remained steady.  Prayerfully consider teaching.  You know the im-
portance of this ministry to our children. The sign up sheet and curriculum are located on the small 
table by the pastor’s office. 
  
Open Gym at Cross each Sunday from 4:30-6 PM has been fun and there is something for all ages. 
There are card games, board games, Wii dance, basketball, and more. You are welcome to bring 
games or ideas.  I need someone to supervise on February 23. Could you serve in this way? 
 
VBS planning will be coming shortly. How might you be able to serve there? 
 
There is room for you at Wednesday Night Bible Study at 6 PM.  No experience necessary! Come 
dig into His word as we explore “Saints and Sinners”. 
 
Check out the church bulletin, church/school calendar, and weekly announcements.  There are 
many ways to serve at Cross Lutheran. Serve in the choirs. Serve as ushers. Serve as readers. 
Serve in one of the ministries. So many ways to serve!  Let your lights shine! 
 
So let us not become tired of doing good; for if we do not give up, the time will come when we will 
reap the harvest. So then, as often as we have the chance, we should do good to everyone, and 
especially to those who belong to our family in the faith. Galatians 6:9-10.  
 
Serving in love, 
Gwynne Barry 
Youth and Education 

 
 

 
 

New Business:  

Open Kitchen and Custodial Position(s) 
Motion made by Eileen Johnson seconded by Katie Wilson to recommend to Church Council to 

hire Lynn Chrisman for the Kitchen and Custodial Position.  Motion carried. 
Classroom/grade level configurations for 2025-2026.  With this year’s success, plan for same con-

figuration next year. 
Cross Lutheran Apparel: Expand our brand- Discuss more in the future 
Winter Event Dinner Auction, ok to use kitchen for meal prep for potential auction item. 
 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:39pm and closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 

The date of the next meeting will be February 6, 2025, at 5:30 p.m. 
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Worship and Music Ministry 
Meeting Report 
January 7, 2025 

 
Members present: Mike Sting, Peg McCrimmon, Beth Elston (by phone), John House – 
Trustee, John Smith – guest, Karen Schuette – chair. 
 
*Reviewing Advent and Christmas worship services – Feedback from the congregation in-
cluded the request for an earlier service time for Christmas Eve and choosing another wor-
ship format for Christmas Eve next year. If we do not have a pastor, we will change the for-
mat. Otherwise, it will be the new pastor’s choice. 
 
*We discussed in depth the use of our screens to project the order of worship for each ser-
vice. Mike Sting and Steve Schulze are researching the use of power point to accomplish 
this. Mike will check which copyright licenses we need from Augsburg to use the liturgy 
and words from the hymns (Augsburg Liturgy and 1517 Media). 
 
*We were approached by Mission Outreach to set up making available the video of our 
worship services to shut ins and unchurched. We will address this in the future. 
 
*MOTION by Mike and seconded by Beth to give permission to the Altar Guild to purchase 
a set of seasonal paraments this year. MOTION CARRIED. The Altar Guild will select 
which set is in the most need of replacing. The funds are designated in the budget. 
 
* We wish to welcome and thank new Altar Guild Members, Lori McKenzie and Carol 
Schadd!!! 
 
NEXT MEETING – Tuesday, February 4, 2025 at 3 pm. 
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